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Section A: Topic 1

The origins of the First World War

1 Readthe ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

Bethmann Hollweg's hope of loa lis ng the Aus ro-Serbian war was poorly founded from the
outs t. As early as 6 0 ly, the day of the famous ‘blank b eque’ for Vienna, Bethmann realis d that
the danger of Rus an intere ntion in an Aus rian war in the Balk ns was greater this time than
in 1912 as in the meantime Rus a had greatly improe d its rearmament. An added element was
that the German foreign minis ry was in pos & on of 8 € et intelligene that Britain was about to
negotiate a naa | 0 ne ntion with Rus a, in the form of an agreement between the two admiralty
& affs rather than the two goe rnments — in other words in the informal way that the Entente
Cordiale with Frane had been negotiated by the army b iefs As Bethmann told the German
Ambaa dor in London as early as 16 0 ne, this was bound to res It in a dangerous inc eas in
Rus an and Frenb o nfidene . If the Rus ans intere ned, the Frenb would inev tably follow.
In other words Bethmann Hollweg made out the ‘blank b eque’ in full awarenes that he was
thereby running the rik of not only a loa | but a o ntinental war.

Of ite If none of this is new. We k ow that Aus ria was reas nably e rtain that Rus a would
intere ne. Bethmann would hae had to be blind if he had trus ed with abe lute e rtainty that this
time things would again proe ed as they had in 1908 and 1912. What is new is the impres on
of gloomy ae ptane that emerges from Bethmann'’s 0 mments to Riek er, his pria te 8 c etary.
Germany 8 emed to him to be in ek reme peril, eg n without war. As its enemies well k ew, it
was 0 mpletely o ns rained by Entente ent rt ement, while Aus ria-Hungary was growing steadily
weak r. Rus a’'s military might was growing rapidly, haunting the Germans lie a nightmare. Within
afewg ars Rus a’'s growing taims and immene ep lose fore o uld nolonger be o ntained.
The o ntubson was that a ‘leap in the dark mus be rig d, in other words the pos bility of
a great war. That was Germany s ‘grae & duty, for on no ao unt o uld Germany ae pt the
dis ntegration and los of its las ally, together with Rus an predominane on the o ntinent.
We & e that in all this there is no sugges ion of the purs it of world power, only of Germany s
unae idable ‘duty to & op the detine in its & atus as a great power, endangered ep et ally from
the east. It wik ed to maintain that pos tion, together with that of its Aus rian ally, ee n at the rik

of European war.

Oe rall, the Chane llor’s det & on to 5 de with Aus ria-Hungary a n be a lled an at of desperate
ree le rather than of arrogant faith in vt ory. Beyond doubt it o ntained a & rong element of
relut ant 8 rrender to what was 8 emingly inev table. The nightmare o nfronting the Chane llor
was ao rding to the military authorities the dia & er that threatened from the s de of Rus a,
magnified by the tremendous dominane e on res lting from the Rue -Frenh military alliane .
Yet there 8 ems to me a danger of og r-es imating the prat ia | importance of emotional outburs s
to whib Bethmann, alwag brooding and worry ng, was gie n in intimate dim & ons with his
log | follower, Riek er. There are many other utterane s during the 0 ly c is s that t early B ow
Bethmann’s hope that it might in the end be pos ble to loa lis the war. Bethmann’'s hope was
bas d in the main on the fat that Rus a had not g t by far o mpleted its arms programme.
The Rus ian Ta r and his generals might well pull bak from prematurely in@ Iv ng thems le s in
military at ion, the 0 ne quene s of whibh were impos ble to predit .

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who

wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the origins of the First World War to explain your
answer. [40]
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Section B: Topic 2

The Holocaust

2 Read the ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

The inev table res It of the aq uis tion of territory, partia larly in the eas where Hitler's ambitions
lay, was that it brought more ‘rac al inferiors and & ws with it.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

The o rporate 8 ne of 8 periority thes unlik ly rulers B ared in the adminis ration of mas s
of 8 pposedly hos ile ‘primitie 5, the oppres e & rangenes of thes lands and their unua al
er 0 tie freedom proe d a murderous o mbination.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Holocaust to explain your answer. [40]
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Section C: Topic 3

The origins and development of the Cold War

3 Read the ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

The bleak 0 ntras between glowing public & atements of allied s lidarity and the growing mis rus
of Washington and London towards Mos w was deeply dis urbing.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Ins ead of Britain’s faltering
world empire, he now fae d the dimn al prop et of a b allenge to Sov et predominane in Europe
from a mighty o mmert al empire bak d by formidable military might and o mmitted to framing
the European peae in its own image — the United States

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Cold War to explain your answer. [40]
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